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Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John’s 
Good Shepherd Parish 

	

Dear Friends,  
 
    On behalf of the entire Good Shepherd Parish family, let me offer our sincerest 
congratulations as you begin preparing for your upcoming wedding. At a time when there 
seems to be so much hopelessness and despair, the Sacrament of Marriage is a witness to 
the power of hope, the joy that is found in faithfulness, and the grace of love. As you 
prepare to pledge your lives to one another before God through His Church, our prayer is 
that the Lord may bless you abundantly.  
 
   One of the best ways to prepare for a happy marriage (not just a happy wedding!) is to 
pray for God’s blessing on your marriage. There are a few ways to do this, but certainly, 
Sunday Mass is an indispensable one. Sunday is the day on which God liberated the 
world from the darkness of death through the Resurrection of Christ. In our faith, Sunday 
is the ultimate day of new beginnings: It is Easter which returns week after week. As 
Catholics, it is essential that we uphold and observe Sunday as the foundational 
experience of faith; it’s the day, after all, when we receive the Body of Christ in Holy 
Communion.  
 
Things to note: 
 

1) There is a marriage preparation course that is required for all couples who are 
planning to get married in the Catholic Church. This can be arranged though the 
Archdiocese of St. John’s website, or, if living in another Province, can be 
arranged through your local parish church.  
 

2) There is paperwork that needs to be completed- this is called a pre-nuptial 
interview. This is to be done by the parish priest of the parish in which you live 
right now. Even though your wedding is to be celebrated in Good Shepherd 
Parish, you may not live in the parish boundaries. Once you have completed the 
marriage preparation course, please contact your parish priest to arrange for a 
meeting to complete the interview.  
 

3) For this interview you will need the certificate issued at the completion of your 
marriage preparation course, and, for the Catholic party(ies), you will need a copy 
of your baptismal certificate that is not more than 6 months old (i.e. it cannot be 
the original certificate that was issued on the day you were baptized). Please 
contact your parish of baptism and request a copy. For those who were baptized in 
another Christian tradition (e.g. Anglican, United, Pentecostal) a copy of the 
original certificate will suffice. Also, you will need the names and complete 
mailing addresses of your witnesses (i.e. “Best Man” and the “Maid/Matron of 
Honour”). You will need to bring photo ID with you for this interview, as well as 
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the choices of Scripture Readings that you have chosen for the wedding 
celebration.  
 

4) There is a nominal fee for weddings- in Good Shepherd Parish the fee is $150. 
This must be paid prior to the wedding, either by dropping it by the parish office, 
giving it to Fr. Steve either at Mass, or when you meet to complete the prenuptial 
interview, or if none of these is an option, at the rehearsal. 
	

5) A Catholic wedding is principally a time of worship and as such the music that is 
selected must reflect the reality that one (or more) of the Church’s Sacraments is 
(are) being celebrated, and that this is truly an act of worship of the Christian 
community. Therefore, the musical selections must be Sacred Music (e.g. hymns 
or classical pieces that were written for use in the liturgy).  
 

6) There are 2 ways that a Catholic wedding can be celebrated- a Wedding Mass and 
a Wedding Service- the principal difference being the consecration and 
distribution of Holy Communion. A Wedding Mass will only be celebrated 
between 2 practicing Catholics. If you are not practicing your faith and attending 
Mass regularly, or if the marriage is between a Catholic and someone of another 
religious tradition, then a Wedding Service will be celebrated.  
 

7) The Catholic Marriage Ritual has an integral beauty which must be maintained; 
what we believe about marriage is reflected in how we celebrate a wedding 
liturgy. The current Roman Catholic Ritual makes no provision for a candle 
ceremony nor the use of sand - so please don’t go and spend money on these 
things unnecessarily.  
	

    In our Catholic faith, marriage is a lifelong vocation and a covenant entered into both 
between the bride and groom as well as the couple with God.  God has brought you 
together and we pray that God will continually strengthen your love and commitment and 
that you will experience the grace to root your vocation in the life of the Church.  
 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Fr. Steve Courtney 

	


